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3.—Estimates of Population by Province, Intercensal Years 1941-57 
NOTE.—At every census the previous post-censal estimates, made at June 1 each year, are adjusted to the newly 

recorded population figures. Figures for all provinces for 1941, 1951 and 1956 and for the Prairie Provinces for 1946 
are census figures. Figures for 1867-1904 will be found in the 1936 Year Book, p. 141; for 1905-30 in the 1946 edition, 
p. 127; and for 1931-40 in the 1952-53 edition, p. 143. 
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Que. 

'000 

3,332 

3,390 

3,457 

3,500 

3,560 

3,629 

3,710 

3,788 

3,882 

3,969 

4,056 
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4,388 

4,517 
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B.C. 
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Canada 

'000 

11,507 

11,654 

11,795 

11,946 

12,072 

12,292 
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Table 3 shows the natural increase and the total population increase according to 
the Census for Canada and the provinces in the periods 1931-41, 1941-51 and 1951-56. 
The difference between the natural increase and the total increase in population during a 
period represents the difference between inward and outward movements, i.e., net migra
tion. The net migration data shown for provinces indicate the net movement of popula
tion arising partly from interchange of population between provinces and partly from 
persons entering and leaving the country. 

The traditional movement of population on the North American Continent from 
east to west has not been apparent in Canadian statistics in recent years. The most 
spectacular changes are shown in the Prairie Provinces and in British Columbia. While 
the three Prairie Provinces lost by migration about 250,000 persons between 1931 and 
1941 and somewhat more from 1941 to 1951, they gained in the period 1951-56. Manitoba 
lost over 100,000 population between 1931 and 1951 but only 152 persons between 1951 
and 1956. Saskatchewan has been a consistent loser since 1931, losing over 15,000 annually 
during the 1930's, almost 20,000 annually during the 1940's and just under 8,000 annually 
during the 1950's. Alberta lost over 40,000 persons in the decade 1931-41 but only about 
7,000 in the next decade and gained over 60,000 in the five years 1951-56. British Columbia 
gained at the rate of about 8,000 persons a year during the 1930's, about 23,000 a year 


